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JUSTICE POWELL: “Mr. Plater? May I interrupt you 
right here?—what purpose is served, if any, by these 
little darters? Are they used for food? …are they 
suitable for bait?” 
 
 
 
 
 
JUSTICE POWELL: “Mr. Plater? May I interrupt you 
right here?—what purpose is served, if any, by these 
little darters? Are they used for food? …are they 
suitable for bait?” 
 

Stop the dam project: “institutionalized  caution” 
     TVA v. Hill, et al., 437 U.S. 153    

  
 
 
—Chas. Schultze (Chairman, President’s Council of Economic Advisors), in God Committee deliberations:  
 
January 23, 1979: “Here is a project that is 95% complete, and if one takes just 
the cost of finishing it, against the total project benefits, and does it properly, it 
still doesn’t pay,…which says something about the original design!”  [laughter]  
     
        the  
“God Committee”  
 
  — the Cabinet-level  
Endangered Species Committee  
 
created by the 1978  
 Endangered Species Act 
Amendments 
  
 ‘ iron triangle’ 
  
 ‘ iron triangles’ 
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      Transplant, on life support… 
 
 
River bubble-aeration oxygen required 
 each summer for snail darter life support. 
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“A popular government, without popular information or the means of 
  acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy….  
 
  and a people who mean to be their own Governors must arm themselves 
  with the power which knowledge gives.” 
 
 
James Madison         .  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          Yale University Press 
 
 
 
— www.bc.edu/snaildarter 
